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INTRODUCTION

Create a cardboard slide switch with this template and conductive Maker Tape.

TOOLS:
Scissors (1)
X-ACTO Knife (1)

PARTS:
Cardboard (1)
Maker Tape (1)

1/4" Wide
Brass Fasteners (2)
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B001BKHHGS/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B005KRSWM6/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08HDG1KD8/
https://www.browndoggadgets.com/collections/new-crazy-circuits-supplies/products/maker-tape-1-4th-inch-20m-roll-nylon-conductive-tape
file:///Item/Brass_Fasteners


Step 1 — Print Out Template

  

Print the template found on the last page of the PDF. Glue or tape it to cardboard to use as a guide
to cut out all the pieces.



There are only straight cuts and a few holes needed. You can make the holes (carefully) with an X-
ACTO knife or scissors. You just need enough of a hole (or slot) to push the brass fasteners
through.



Tip! You can also cut your cardboard with a laser cutter if you have one available.
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Step 2 — Prepare Handle

 

The handle is the trickiest part of this build. There are two pieces that get connected together.

The bottom piece is flat and has Maker Tape on the bottom.

The top piece requires scoring and folding into shape. It may take a few tries to get a piece that is
just right.



Step 3 — Assemble Handle

  

Once you have the top and bottom pieces of the handle prepared, assembly is easy.

We used Maker Tape to secure the two pieces together, but you can use any tape, or even glue.
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Step 4 — Assemble Switch

  

With all of your cardboard pieces prepared, you can now add strips of Maker Tape to the bottom
piece.



One piece should run the full length, while the other should run about half the length. When our
handle piece slides to touch both pieces, our switch will close, or be "on".



Stack the pieces and push the two brass brads through the holes to hold it all together.
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Step 5 — Add Top Connectors

  

With your switch assembled we're going to add two more pieces of Maker Tape to make it a bit
easier to use our switch in a circuit.



Add short strips that attach to the top of the pieces that are wrapped to the bottom, and then wrap
those pieces to the top.



Remember, Maker Tape is conductive on both sides, so we can stick tape down to itself and it will
conduct with no problem!



Make sure the brass fastener on the top does not touch the Maker Tape when spread out. If it
does, it could cause a "short circuit" in our switch.



Step 6 — Test the Switch

  

We built a simple circuit using an LED, a battery, and some Maker Tape, and then connected our
switch into it. It worked great!
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